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I HAVE A DREAM

“I have a dream.” This phrase is from Martin Luther King’s famous 1963 speech
about the Civil Rights Movement in America. As a Japanese citizen of mixed
Japanese-Indonesian heritage, I also have a dream. I don’t favor either Japanese or
Indonesian culture. In fact, I rather enjoy this dual existence now that I am older.
However, it wasn’t always that easy for me.

I was born in Japan, moved to Indonesia when I was two, and lived there until
five years ago, when I moved back to Japan. At the time my spoken Japanese was
not good, and I couldn’t read or write in Japanese. I had difficulty communicating
with my classmates because of my obvious difference, which caused many
hardships for me. I also had to work hard to catch up on all the kanji I needed to
know in order to study in a Japanese school. After about six months my spoken
Japanese improved enough for me to be able to communicate effectively with the
other students in my class, although I still struggle with some written Japanese
even today.

Last year I visited Indonesia for the first time in five years. Arriving, I felt like I
had finally returned home. A few weeks later, however, when I came back to Japan,
I experienced the same feeling. These two different cultures clearly both exist in my
soul now. And this is why I have a dream.

My dream is to become a bridge between these two different cultures. I want to
continue studying Indonesian, Japanese and English and, after high school, I aim
to pursue my goal at college. I'm not sure right now whether I will stay in Japan or
move back to Indonesia. I only know that I wish to use the challenging experience
of living in two different cultures as a strength in my future, and to help others in a
similar situation.

Hokkaido Sapporo Higashi Commercial High School
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